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DONALD FORSTER SCULPTURE PARK

ACCESSIBLE TO ALL

By Andrea Bailey
Special to The Tribune

In driving past the Macdonald
Stewart Art Centre, it’s hard to
miss the large, shiny sculptures
that adorn the lawn.

All are different shapes and
sizes; all have meaning behind
them.

They are the artistic symbols
that make up the Donald Forster
Sculpture Park — a collection of
outdoor statues that sit on a for-
mer school yard that is named
after a past president of the
University of Guelph.

“It’s the largest collection of
public sculptures at a public art
gallery in Canada,” said Judith
Nasby, curator of the art centre.
“It attracts national and interna-
tional visitors.”

The park was created in 1983
to house permanently sited
sculptures, temporary installa-
tions of large-scale pieces and an
outdoor activity space for events
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like children’s art classes.

To date, 32 permanent outdoor
sculptures have been installed at
the park, with another planned
for unveiling this fall.

According to the art gallery’s
website, “The objective is to
acquire sculptures which repre-
sent the best work being pro-
duced in Canada while including
some examples of historical
works.”

“Most of the sculptures are
from Canadian artists, from
Vancouver to Nunavut to
Halifax. Only one of the artists
is from outside Canada — that
being Scotland,” Nasby said,
adding that two of the pieces are
bronzes from the 1930s: The
Harvester, by Florence Wyle,
and Turkey, a posthumous cast-
ing by Frances Loring.

Other artists whose work is
displayed in the park are Kim
Adams, Beth Alber, Walter
Bachinski, Mary Anne
Barkhouse and Michael Belmore,

Catherine Burgess, Jane Buyers,
Tom Dean, Susan Detwiler,
Andreas Drenters, Kosso Eloul,
Fastwiirms, Ted Fullerton,
Frances Gage, Rodney Graham,
John Greer, Verne Harrison,
Andrew Hunter, Diane Maclean,
William Noah, Evan Penny,
Reinhard Reitzenstein, Brian
Scott, Cynthia Short, Carl
Skelton, Derek Sullivan, Tony
Urquhart, Robert Wiens, and Gu
Xiong.

According to an essay Nasby
wrote in 1999, the selection and
installation of each sculpture is
the result of a series of discus-
sions between the curator and
the artist who’s proposed a con-
cept.

Given the park is used
throughout the year, artists’ pro-
posals should show that the
sculpture will be equally effective
in summer and winter, when the
park could be covered in several
feet of snow.

“The (sculpture) ideas we

choose have been carefully devel-
oped through drawings; some
artists even create a small model.

Many of the artists also have
an exhibition inside the art
gallery, and the sculpture is part
of their exhibition.”

The sculptures cover 2 1/2
acres of land and, as Nasby said,
are carefully placed to best com-
plement each other. The collec-
tion is enhanced with landscap-
ing elements such as paved areas,
lighting, berms and plantings
appropriate to the park.

Nasby said the materials used
to make the sculptures are safe in
terms of touching and, in some
cases, sitting on and climbing on.

“The park is used a lot,” she
said. “People use it to sunbathe,
play frisbee, hold birthday parties
and take wedding photos. It
pleases us greatly to see people
getting so much enjoyment from
the park since it’s meant to make
art available easily to everyone.”

Continued on Next Page

A STORE TO BE ENJOYED BY
EVERYONE!
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